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businesses require a conditional use permit with eight findings and not to 
exceed a specified size, maximum of 50 linear feet of frontage and limited 
signage.   

 
• City of Port Townsend, WA: Port Townsend is a historic Victorian seaport that 

adopted formula controls intended to preserve local businesses and the health 
of the local economy.  Formula retail is restricted to certain district and may 
not exceed a specified number of square feet.  Formula restaurants are only 
allowed by conditional use permit. 

 
• City of Coronado, CA:  Based on our conversations with the City, similar to 

Sag Harbor Coronado is an historic, walkable, waterfront community and is 
one of the first communities to establish a formula retail ordinance.  
Restrictions are placed on the expansion of existing operations, which require 
a major use permit and on the location – no formula fast food may locate on 
a street corner.   

 
The next section provides some recent planning literature on the subject of regulating 
retail in a traditional downtown core.  Section 3.0, starting on page 24 provides the 
compendium of controls.
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